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After surviving a year with 

so many twists and turns 
and so many ups and downs, 
Massapequa High School 
Principal Barbara Lowell said 
how proud she was of this 
graduating class for making it 
to the finish line, while praising 
them for their courage and 
perseverance. The 546 members 
of the Class of 2021 received 
their diplomas during an outdoor 
ceremony at Hofstra University’s 
Shuart Stadium on June 21. 

“Our seniors did not let 
it stop them,” she said of the 
disruptions caused by the global 
pandemic. “They were able to 
complete their 

13 years in Massapequa Public 
Schools with grace and success.”

Following last year’s ceremony 
at Tobay Beach, with graduates 
and families tuning in on their 
car radios to hear speeches, the 
Hofstra venue allowed for an 
in-person ceremony, with guests 
spread out in the bleachers that 
lined three sides of the field. 
Graduates sat socially distanced 
but without masks so the smiles 
were visible. 

Ms. Lowell first met this 
highly talented group of 
students when they were 
seventh graders and she was an 

administrator at Berner Middle 
School. On June 21, it was her 
honor to see them off as mature 
adults, ready to attend college, 
join the military and enter the 
workforce. She told them that 
wherever they go, they are “a 
Chief for life.”

One of the talents of 
valedictorian and senior class 
president Jack Devenish is music, 
so he compared the journey 
through high school to starting 
up a world-famous music group 
with friends. Freshman year 
was getting together to play in 
someone’s basement, while senior 
year was finally finishing up that 
album. Like any music career, 
there were some bumps along the 
way. 

“No matter what,” he told 
his fellow graduates, “there will 
always be an audience and a 
fanbase. There’s a whole world 
ready to support you in your 
dream, no matter how big or 
small. All you have to do is chase 
it.”

Salutatorian Devin DiMascio 
reflected on the lessons learned 
during the pandemic. At the 
top of the list, she said, are 
selflessness and empathy.

“The pandemic taught a very 
clear lesson about this,” she said. 
“At its worst points, we took 
measures to not only prevent 
ourselves from getting sick but to 
keep others safe as well, whether 
it be a close family member or 
a stranger at the grocery store. 
I hope that this value will stick 
with our generation as we grow 
older. This extra consideration 
of the ways in which our actions 
affect others is a crucial step 
in making the world a kinder 
place.”

General Organization 
President Delia O’Farrell 
noted that no person achieves 
success on their own, so she 
took a few moments to thank 
those who have supported the 
Class of 2021, including their 
families, friends, teachers and 
administrators. She, too, reflected 
on the challenges of the past 
year and a half and how her 
class overcame those obstacles 
individually and collectively.

“If there’s one thing I see in 
the Class of 2021, it’s strength,” 
Delia said. “We took this school 
year on and made it our own. 
The Class of 2021 is strong. The 
Class of 2021 does not give up.” 
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With a diverse range of interests, 
Massapequa High School valedictorian 
Jack Devenish and salutatorian Devin 
DiMascio were well-rounded students, 
taking challenging courses and availing 
themselves of many extracurricular 
activities.

Jack will be attending the Georgia 
Institute of Technology to major in 
aerospace engineering. However, his goal 
isn’t to design something that flies, but 
rather automobiles. 

“It’s one of the best schools for 
engineering,” Jack said, adding that he 
was not only looking for a college with a 
high level of academics, but a place with 
strong school spirit. “There’s no other 
school I would have wanted to go to.”

He got into his dream school, and 
his dream job is to work for Formula 1. 
At Georgia Tech, he plans to join the 
Formula SAE team, which designs an 
open-wheel race car to compete against 
other colleges.

Devin is heading to Boston University 
in the fall where she plans to major 
in neuroscience. She said the school 
appealed to her because she is passionate 
about research and there are lots of 
opportunities, including a program for 
first-year students. 

“I’m really excited for college,” she 
said. “High school was fun but I’m 
looking forward to all the opportunities 
that will come with that.”

For many years, she has envisioned a 
career in the medical field and wants to 
become a neurologist. At Massapequa 
High School, she took as many science 
courses as she could, and particularly 
enjoyed elective classes like anatomy and 
forensics. Devin said the science classes 
were a great benefit because she not only 
got to learn how to use a variety of lab 
equipment, but also learned how to do 
scientific writing. 

As a child, Jack was involved in sports, 
but admits it wasn’t a strong interest. It 
was when he picked up an instrument 
that Jack found his passion. Sports 
practices he dreaded turned into music 
rehearsals he loved. He began playing 
the viola as a fourth grader at Birch 
Lane Elementary School and has been a 
member of the orchestra ever since.

In the last eight years, Jack has been 
an All-County musician, been selected to 
Long Island String Festival Association 
ensembles and performed with the 
Gemini Youth Orchestra. He has also 

added guitar and piano to his repertoire. 
“I want to keep music as enjoyable as 

possible,” he said, about keeping music as 
a side interest in college, but not studying 
it. “Music has always been the outlet 
away from academics.”

This year, as senior class president, 
Jack was involved in helping to plan a 
lot of traditional events in nontraditional 
ways, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He was also a member of the Car Care 
Club, French Club and National and 
Tri-M Music honor societies, and even 
mixed in some sports as a member of the 
varsity tennis team. 

Devin has fond recollections of her 
entire time in the Massapequa School 
District, beginning with her days at 
Lockhart Elementary School. She 
said that is where she developed her 
drive to succeed, and credits the many 
encouraging teachers she had along the 
way.

As a sophomore in high school, her 
digital artwork was published in the 
Visions art and literary magazine. She 
would later go on to become editor of 
the visual arts section. Additionally, 
Devin is president of the Forensic Science 
Club and a member of Students Against 
Destructive Decisions and Health Care 
Explorers, the latter allowing her to visit 
local hospitals to learn about various 
careers in the medical field.

One of the greatest opportunities of 
middle school and high school has been 
learning another language, Devin said. 
She took Advanced Placement Spanish 
courses and hopes to continue her study 
of the language and culture in college.  

The top graduates also offered their 
advice for incoming high school students. 
Jack noted that being accomplished in 
high school is subjective because there is 
no singular way to succeed. Rather, it is 
up to every person to find his or her own 
unique path.

“You have to decide what success 
means to you,” he said. “If you’re 
passionate about something, you’re 
not going to have any trouble being 
successful.”

Devin offered similar advice, saying it’s 
important to take classes that reflect one’s 
interests. 

“I just took what I liked,” she said, 
“and as long as you’re willing to work 
hard in those classes, you can make high 
school fun in that way.” 

Big Aspirations 
for ValeDictorian 
anD salutatorian

About the Class of 2021
•  70% earned a Regents Diploma with Advanced  

Designation.
• Accepted to 331 colleges.

•  Attending 141 different colleges across 29 states and 

Washington D.C.
•  Four graduates will enter military service: one enlisting in 

the United States Army, one enlisting in the United States 

Air Force, one attending the United States Naval Academy 

Preparatory School and one enrolling in ROTC (Marines).

•  Graduates will be utilizing $11 million in scholarships and 

grants offered by the colleges they are attending.

•  Colleges graduates are attending include: Boston 

University, Case Western Reserve University, Colby College, 

Colgate University, College of the Holy Cross, Cornell 

University, Georgia Institute of Technology, Northeastern 

University, San Diego State University, University of 

Miami, University of Michigan, University of Pennsylvania, 

Villanova University and Wake Forest University.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2021! Our 

Massapequa High School seniors certainly 
endured an unusual ending to their 13-year 
educational career, but they kept their heads held 
high and finished stronger than anyone could 
have ever expected. 

I would like to thank the Massapequa High 
School administration, led by Principal Barbara 
Lowell, for planning such a beautiful and 
dignified ceremony at Hofstra University. It was 
a gorgeous day, and we loved seeing all of the 
smiling faces on our graduates, their families 
and our faculty. It was a well-deserved moment 
for the Class of 2021, who worked so hard and 
learned that they can overcome any challenge.

During the last week of school, our 
elementary schools hosted moving-up 
ceremonies for fifth graders, who are off to 
Berner Middle School in September. I want 
to congratulate them for their achievements 
in elementary school and remind them to take 
advantage of the expanded opportunities that 
await them at the secondary level. We’ll see them 
crossing the big stage in 2028!

In May, I announced that I would be retiring 
as Massapequa’s superintendent of schools, 
effective Sept. 30. When I became assistant 
principal of East Lake Elementary School in 
1999, I never envisioned leading one of the 
premier districts on Long Island. It has been 
an absolute pleasure to spend nearly half of 
my career as an educator in the Massapequa 
School District, including the past eight as your 
superintendent. Watching your children learn 
and grow has always been the best part of my job.

Brian Conboy, who is no stranger to 
the district, will be taking over as interim 
superintendent of schools on Oct. 1 and will 
serve for the remainder of the 2021-22 school 
year while the Board of Education conducts 
a search. He served as interim principal of 
Massapequa High School for two years, and 
was superintendent of the neighboring Seaford 
School District for seven years. The district will 
be in great hands with Mr. Conboy!

There are several other changes in central 
administration next year. Lisa Silveri, 
the administrative associate for general 
administration, will move into the role of 
executive director of business and operations. 
Angela Gallucci, a teacher at Massapequa High 
School, will move into Ms. Silveri’s current 
position. Katie Fernandez moves from assistant 
principal of Fairfield Elementary School to 
the elementary director of STEAM, and John 
Watson joins us from Wantagh as supervisor of 
mathematics, K-6.

We are pleased that our buildings are buzzing 
with excitement again this summer. All of our 
summer programs are back, including the music 
and arts camps, sports skills camps, summer 
recreation and teen center. We know how 
important these programs are to the community 
and we are thrilled to offer them once again. 
This summer we are also finishing classroom 
renovations at Berner and the elementary schools 
as part of a bond referendum approved by voters 
in January 2018.   

Don’t forget to go to the website for news and 
other updates, as well as our @MassapequaPS 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube 
accounts.

Lucille F. Iconis
Superintendent of Schools

The first part of their journey 
was complete, as fifth graders 
throughout the Massapequa 
School District were recognized 
for mastering their ABCs, 123s 
and a whole lot more during 
moving-up ceremonies from 
June 21-23.  

Last year, fifth graders were 
celebrated during car parades, 
but this year students and their 
proud family members were 
back at the normal venues – the 
auditoriums of Massapequa High 
School, Berner Middle School 
and McKenna Elementary 
School. The ceremonies were 
shorter and done class by class. 
But the enthusiasm for all the 
students have accomplished over 
the past six years remained high, 
along with the promise of great 
achievements ahead in sixth 
grade and beyond.

Building administrators 
spoke of the perseverance 
demonstrated by this year’s 
class of 547 students at six 
elementary schools. They spent 

the end of fourth grade learning 
remotely before returning to 
school in fifth grade, where they 
wore masks, sat behind desk 
barriers and ate lunch in their 
classrooms. Unqua Elementary 
School Assistant Principal Laura 
Hulsaver said that overcoming 
these obstacles has demonstrated 
that they will be ready to face 
any challenges that come their 
way in the future. 

Added Unqua Principal 
Deanna Catapano, “You did an 
awesome job. I couldn’t be more 
proud of how all of you made 
the best of this year.”

The ceremonies featured 
awards presentations, musical 
performances and photo 
slideshows capturing their 
memories from kindergarten 
through fifth grade. Students 
also reflected on their elementary 
school years. 

Birch Lane Elementary School 
graduate Michael Castellano 
looked back fondly on the 
friendships he has made and 
thanked the teachers and staff 
for giving him and his classmates 
the confidence to succeed as 
they head to middle school. At 
Berner, he will take with him one 
of the most important lessons 
he learned in elementary school 
– always doing the right thing, 
even when nobody is watching. 

This year’s fifth graders 
were special to Principal 
Stephen Aspetti, as they were 
kindergartners when he became 
principal. It’s the first group he 
has seen from start to finish, and 
a group he is proud to send to 
Berner in the fall because of their 
exceptional character. When they 

returned to school in September 
after a long absence and with 
much uncertainty ahead, Mr. 
Aspetti gave them a charge – set 
the example for the rest of the 
school.

“You exceeded my 
expectations,” he told them. 
“You were truly role models for 
the younger students.”

Assistant Principal Joyce 
Larkin closed out Birch Lane’s 
ceremony with four pieces of 
advice for the departing fifth 
graders – work hard; make the 
best choices, not always the 
easiest ones; take risks and try 
new things; and always wear a 
smile.

Leading up to graduation, 
there were lots of celebratory 
activities for fifth graders. On 
June 17, Fairfield Elementary 
School’s graduating class 
gathered on the back lawn 
and everyone received a “swag 
bag.” They pulled away the red 
tissue paper to reveal several 
gifts, including a yearbook, a 
pen, a dark blue Massapequa 
Chiefs hoodie and a blanket 
with the name of every Fairfield 
fifth grader as well as their 
graduation years from Fairfield, 
Berner Middle School (2024) 
and Massapequa High School 
(2028).

The pens were quickly put 
to use to sign those yearbooks, 
as students wrote well wishes 
to each other as they prepare to 
head to Berner in September and 
join their peers from five other 
elementary schools. They did 
take a brief pause from signing 
to enjoy pretzels in the shape of 
“2021.”
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